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Psalm 67 -

Greetings again to all our Krasif Aid partners. Psalm 67 is a wonderful
prayer to God, asking Him to bless the people of the earth, a prayer
for the nations to know the salvation of God, and to live joyful, holy
lives praising their Creator. As we continue to serve and partner with
our many friends in Bulgaria and, more recently, in Slovakia, this
prayer is the cry of our hearts for those we meet.
We recently celebrated 25 years of Ministry, 40 years of marriage
and Brian’s 60th birthday. We have much to thank God for personally. He has been gracious to us and has blessed us – our second
grandchild was born in March too.
As you read the stories and news in this latest edition of Krasif
News, we would ask you to pray God’s blessings into each and every
situation mentioned – and believe that God will do just that. As
always, thank you for your vital partnership!
With many blessings,

The last few months have marked the
end of an era for the Kristo Botev
children’s home at Burzitsa in the
Provadia area.
Help began way back in 1996 under
the leadership of our good friend
Peter Barnes of Saltmine Trust, pictured here in 2001. He committed
himself to a long-term initiative to
improve the dreadful conditions in
which he found the children living.
Now, nearly twenty years later,
thanks to his perseverance and to
massive support from very many others, the place is transformed beyond
recognition. So, it was with mixed
emotions that the news of closure of
the main home was received in
March. The newest accommodation
block is due to remain open for the

Members of Church Lane Evangelical Church in Stafford have
supported our work for many years, most recently with a visit by
Gaynor Woodward to Sliven Baptist Church last October. There she
passed on her skills, together producing a beautiful Nativity
banner. Thank you Gaynor. Do you have gifts and skills to pass on?
If so, please contact us.
present time and will be used as another
protected unit for fourteen young people
in their late teens.
Please pray for the Director, Mrs Slateva,
and her remaining staff as they adjust to
all the changes - particularly for the
children who have been moved to new
situations around the region.

praying fervently for the world, naming and focusing on different
countries in detail, all in alphabetical order on a weekly basis.
Pam & Phil Page are members of St. Thomas’ Church, Aldridge. Last
October they made their first visit to Bulgaria. Phil used his skills as
a painter & decorator at the Blue House. Here are their thoughts.
After twenty five years of sowing our support, at last we harvested
the privilege of seeing the mission work at first hand in Bulgaria.
The seeds sown long ago now show the fruit of labour, love and
commitment. The teams working in ‘The Blue House’, the ‘Safe
Houses’ and the orphanages may not all be Christian, but through
Krasif, all come under the Banner of Christ, allowing ‘God instances’
to happen on a regular basis. We were privileged witnesses to see
and experience some of them.
I (Pam) felt really privileged to be with Chris Clarke as her travelling
companion in what really turned out to be ‘our adventure’ to Sofia.
Seeing and meeting contacts made
over the years allowed me to appreciate just how much the work is valued
by them. This was all about seeing God
in action. How the actual meeting took
place with the ladies from the A21
Anti-trafficking Group was amazing,
then the joy of meeting members of the
Baptist Church and later seeing their
wonderful new building, followed by
our visit to Hissar to meet the ladies
from YWAM – what a network!
The whole trip was memorable, but the
visit to the men’s disabled home in
Tvarditsa is one I often think about.
Simply sitting with the men, helping
them to fringe the ends of material to make scarves proved to me
that we don’t need to have particular skills in order to help such as
these. All they wanted or needed was for us to spend time with
them and show them they mattered. As for the scarves (simple cut
lengths of material) they were special – so special they wouldn’t
take them off, even in the heat of the day. Poverty puts value on
anything and everything.
The visit to the ‘safe house’ in Nova
Zagora was also a truly humbling affair.
We were overwhelmed by the appreciation, excitement and warmth of the ten
young disabled residents who have very
little to call their own. Christmas clearly
had arrived early in their minds as tubes
of toothpaste amongst other ‘essentials’
given to them were seen as presents –
things we take for granted. We remembered some of the former orphanage
children’s faces from the photographs
taken over the years. Now meeting them
for real as grown up adults, so friendly and accepting, was very
special. I (Phil) remember saying at the time, “This is unconditional
love”. They were truly inspirational.
That remains our lasting impression of Bulgarians generally – a
people who suffered under foreign occupation for hundreds of
years and yet so warm, friendly, generous and inviting. From
arriving in Bulgaria, not really knowing what to expect, to leaving
Bulgaria, it was quite a transformational experience for us. Rumi at
the Blue House said that we both had caught the ‘Bulgarian virus’.
Believe us, we have been infected!
Sliven Baptist Church is a real eye opener and has made a lasting
impression on us. It’s a truly amazing Church, led by the Spirit -

Yes, we do have lasting fond memories of Bulgaria and Sliven in
particular, with its obstacle course footpaths, its diverse buildings
reflecting rich and poor, all intertwined along its many narrow
maze-like side streets. The backdrop of the snow-capped Balkan
Mountains is truly appealing but the real beauty comes from its
people. A lifetime of endeavour would see only a fraction of the
changes required but, albeit tiny, Krasif Aid represents that endeavour. Change has occurred under its banner, putting worth into the
lives of many of Bulgaria’s forgotten people and a hope for a
brighter future that becomes more achievable with each step. Long
may this work shine in the name of Jesus!

For Bulgaria’s many abandoned children, 2014 was a significant
year. In the words of Bob Dylan, “The times they are a-changin’.”
European Union policy has required the closure of many of the
outdated children’s homes, resulting in the opening of a further
tranche of smaller, protected, ten bed units. Chris Clarke met
recently with the Local Authority Director in Sliven, who did not hide
some of the problems they were having with these plans. Chris also
went to visit one of the new opened centres.
The new building was amazing. As always, the children were really
happy to greet guests. However, it was obvious that the institutions
from which they had come must have had some bad conditions. The
Director said that they had to begin with basic hygiene issues. The
children ranged from 8 to 16 years, all smoked and were completely
addicted. Their behaviour was said to be very bad, with lots of
aggression. None could read or write and local schools did not
want to take them. Some were suspected of stealing and there was
danger from drug pushers reportedly working nearby. One 15 year
old girl was currently in hospital. She had been taking drugs,
stealing and was involved in prostitution.

The director explained that the budget provided the staff wages,
basic food for the residents and utility bills. There was nothing left
for anything extra for the children unless the staff purchased it out
of their own pockets! Food was not cooked on the premises but
supplied ready to eat from a local company. This was another aspect
that prevented the place feeling like home.
A television was on, as always, where a few of the older boys were
playing games. There appeared to be nothing else to occupy them.
This may have been because of their destructive behaviour and an
attempt to try to prevent items being stolen and sold. Largely the
children seemed to be hanging around and bored. There are three
of these new units in the Sliven area. As was the case when we first
visited Kermen Children’s Home and other institutions many years
ago, you cannot help but fall in love with these children.

They desperately want physical touch and to feel loved. They are all
victims who have been born into a desperate situation, none of
which is their fault. The EU seems very good about giving orders to
close the old institutions, but unless NGO’s and charities get involved, the new units only provide better places to sleep but have
none of the other things that are needed to create a positive and
happy home environment to thrive in. Even though there were
grounds to criticise places like Kermen, they had considerably more
educational and creative resources than here.

In about 2003, we began a jewellery-making project in Bulgaria
with a view to ‘helping them help themselves.’ They did incredibly
well so, shortly after that, we shipped kilns to Bulgaria to teach the
making of fused glass pendants. We sold an incredible amount of
jewellery in the UK but came to a point where we felt that our

There are a number of ways we can help. Pallets of toys, craft
materials and games can be sent over to Bulgaria. Maybe a school
or church might want to partner with one of the protected homes?
Visits by UK professionals to provide more training for the staff is
always valuable. Do contact us if you would like to help in any way.

We have known the six disabled ladies who live in a sheltered home
in the centre of Sliven ever since 2005 when they moved in. At that
time the house, provided by the Sliven Municipality, had been fully
renovated as their home. Now, ten years later, the picture there is
very different.
It is shocking to see how these women are living. The walls of their
living area are black with mould, it smells and feels damp. Their
budget has been cut again this year and there is no money to do
anything about the problem. If the downstairs was a shock then the
upstairs is hideous! The damp has seeped into their wardrobes.
Being ‘cold and damp’ does not describe the condition … it is simply
horrendous! The smell is suffocating in the bedrooms. The laminate

market was saturated and that we needed to expand into other
areas. So, as well as jewellery and other fused glass items, we have
now introduced several more craft techniques - patchwork and
quilting, a range of felt products, knitting, ceramics, glass and silk
painting, greetings cards and encaustic art. We will soon add
enamelling and machine embroidery to the list.

floor is rotten with the damp. Although Kalchulka, the big institution
hidden away in the mountains and from where they had been
moved, is an awful place, the conditions there are now probably
better that this. The Municipality have offered them an alternative
place on the edge of the gypsy ghetto but they would be so at risk
there that they would rather live in the damp. We have no idea why
the ladies are still smiling, but they are.
Plans have been drawn up by the Director for the work that needs
to be done, including eliminating the causes of damp. The total cost
comes to less than £4000 and some could be undertaken by UK
volunteers. A full makeover on the property is envisaged. This would
need skills other than just building and decorating. New curtains
and bed linen can be made plus other soft furnishings.
Any offers of help, financial or practical, would be
greatly appreciated.

However, we need to help our partners through the transition to the
next level, becoming an established enterprise where they are
covering all their costs and still making a surplus to invest back into
the work. There is the potential for this initiative to provide much of
the ongoing finance for the Blue House Centre, funding much
needed nursing and welfare services to the local community in
Sliven. We have helped to open a shop attached to the Blue House.
However, the economy in Bulgaria is still very fragile, with many
people having little disposable income after living expenses are
paid. UK sales remain vital, without which the whole project would
be at risk ... a sad thought given the excellent quality and diversity
of items now available.
Bottom line ... it’s all about dignity and hope.
Providing work builds up people holistically. Please will you consider helping? We have our first catalogue available which we can
send so you, your friends, churches, colleagues etc.. From this you
can place an order, often for an item to be made up with colours
and designs of your choice. Payment is only required on delivery
and when you are fully satisfied with your purchase. A website will
also be coming soon. We are looking for volunteers who will
become regular agents. There is no financial commitment involved
with this. If you are interested in helping in this way or just want a
catalogue, do please get in touch now. Thank you!

Last November, Bulgarians marked the 25th anniversary of the
overthrow of the communist regime. A survey conducted by
Novinite Agency has shown that an overwhelming majority (94%)
of young Bulgarians have no notion of that period of Bulgaria's
history.

The 1989 internal coup in the Bulgarian Communist Party (BKP)
led to the ousting of long-time dictator Todor Zhivkov and the
crumbling of the communist regime, but failed to pave the way for
reforms leading to democracy and a market economy.
Transition came as a surprise to most citizens, but it happened
amid the gradual disintegration of the Eastern-bloc system
(dominated by the Soviet Union) and the fall of the Berlin wall just
a day earlier, on November 9, 1989.
Some Bulgarians have shown a tendency to idealize the past,
picturing the 33-year rule of the communist dictator Todor Zhivkov
as a golden era when thrown against the background of crime
and corruption that followed afterwards.
In the twenty five years since 1989, Bulgaria has had one Grand
National Assembly (an all-party coalition), six regular Parliaments,
and has been governed by 12 Prime Ministers.
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A staff member at Tvarditsa Social Home helps a disabled resident
to play an adapted version of the Para-Olympic sport of Boccia
(Bowls). Ivan Ivanov, Genka’s husband, made the ramp and
Evelyn Wilson taught them the game in February. It has been a
big success with residents.

We have reported previously on this complex issue which significantly affects Bulgaria and many other countries. Meetings have
taken place with like-minded organisations in Bulgaria aimed at
forming links between them and the team at the Blue House.
There is much common ground and some excellent work is taking
place. Some of the possibilities for partnership include referral of
‘at risk’ girls to the Blue House for skills training and also the
distribution to schools in the Sliven area of publicity materials
designed to help prevent girls being lured into trafficking.
We would value your prayers for this increasing area of work
which has many challenges and dangers.
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