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St. Paul reminds us, in 2 Cor 5:7, that ‘we walk by faith, not by sight’.
We want to thank you - and everyone - who have supported the
work of Krasif Aid during the past year.
It has been a significant time of change, particularly for our friends
in Bulgaria. Change looks set to continue in 2019. Our good friend
and partner Iuri Valkov, Pastor of Sliven Baptist Church, recently
sent us this inspiring message…

In times of uncertainty it is a great encouragement to be reminded
that we can trust God and live by faith and not by sight as we follow
and serve Him. As you read our latest news, please pray for us and
all our partners around Bulgaria, that we may be fruitful and be
guided by the Holy Spirit.
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Our regular all-aged family mission weeks are always wonderful
times. The team last October half-term was definitely no exception.
The team of fourteen acted out Bible stories, sang and led some
great children’s craft activities as they visited several protected
homes, a village Kindergarten for Roma children and a Turkish
speaking Church in the ghetto area of Sliven.
The youngest team member was five and the eldest late seventies.
These teams do make a difference and their own lives are
impacted too, as they wrote ...
• “What I did was very small but I give God thanks for giving me
the opportunity.” • “Had a great time as a family, made a difference.” • “The week was full of joy but also sadness and heartache
too. It was amazing!” • “Great team work - altogether a good sense
of family.” • “I have to keep reminding myself that, although it was
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only a week, we touched the hearts of so many.” • “It was great to
be part of such a loving and caring team filled with empathy for
all the people we came into contact with.”
Phoebe, fifteen, was one of our team. She raised her own support
to take part. She also had £120 extra left over which she donated
to Sliven Baptist Church for Christmas gifts to needy children.
The Church responded with much gratitude.
/...

Gypsy Quarter - Sliven

Our associate, Evelyn Wilson, a
social worker from Wimbledon,
has worked tirelessly for more than 10 years, especially helping
some of the most needy men at the Tvarditsa Men’s Home near
Sliven. Many lives have been
changed for the better as a
result of her work.

“This Christmas we received help only from you and we are so
excited to share how we used it so that you can be encouraged.
We were able to make 24 bags with presents at the cost of 10 leva
each. Thank you for giving us freedom to choose the children and
places for giving these presents. Most of the institutions receive
lots of presents for the celebrations but our will was to reach
children who wouldn’t be given other presents. Part of them we
used for the children from our Sunday School.

It was a joy to host Evelyn for
her official farewell/retirement
visit last October. We say well
done to a faithful servant and
good friend. A letter of thanks
from the Director of Tvarditsa
included these heartfelt comments which all of us at Krasif
Aid echo too:

“The rest of them we wanted to give to poor children. We took
some to the Kindergarten in Glushnik. The families there can not
afford to take the children for kindergarten to the town, so you
cannot imagine how happy they were to receive the bags. Otherwise, we were able to give presents to children with divorced
parents and also to Roma children.”
The three youngest team members
were Sam (9), Austin (7) and Miles (5). They all wanted to help
more when they returned home so we gave them £10 each and
asked them to multiply this and to choose a project to support.
Sam has been making Hama bead keyrings and has recruited all
his family to help! He wants to provide creative supplies for the

Miles, Nathan, Phoebe, Austin ,Sam

During the past year, most of us will have received a number of
communications from a variety of organisations about the Europewide changes to data protection law under the General Data
Protection Regulations, which came into effect on the 25th May
last year. Every organisation that holds any personal data about
you has to comply with these new regulations.They enhance your
legal right to require that information is handled correctly, including the right to be removed from mailing lists (to be ‘forgotten’).
At Krasif Aid we have always protected any such information we
Protected Home at Nova Zagora. He said that the young people hold but, as required, we have now prepared a new PRIVACY
there were more able than other places we had visited and, STATEMENT which fully explains our procedures. This can be
therefore, needed more resources to use.
found on our website at www.krasifaid.org.uk. If you would prefer
to receive a paper copy, please contact us.
Austin hand-drew a range of Christmas cards which were then
professionally printed and sold in packs. His funds will help One important consequence is that we must now have your
another protected home in Sliven where he had made friends with written authority to send you our communications. For this reason
a young resident his age. Miles decided to bake cakes with his we have included with this edition of Krasif News a consent form
Mom and sell them at 20p each. He noticed that, in a wonderful which we need you to complete, sign and return to us. Only then
new play area at one of the protected homes, there was no will you continue receiving our news. If you do not return this to
equipment with wheelchair access like at his local park. Miles is us, then this will be the final communication we will send you.
busy raising funds to change that. What an inspiration these Please remember that you can, of course, change your mailing
young people are to all of us!
preferences at any time. Many thanks for your understanding.

of our long-term partners in
Bulgaria.
We made two visits this year to the town of Kudelin to see Galyn
whom many of us have known for twenty years, firstly in Kachulka,
then Kermen and lately Nova
It was with great sadness that we heard
Zagora homes. Due to a
of the death of Ivan, the beloved husband of Genka, our long-term
number
of
violent
incidents,
he
was
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to this remote home
partner and Director of the Blue House Care Centre in Sliven. Ivan
for men with more serious conditions, located in the
was 71 and died following
extreme north west tip of the country, a couple of miles
two strokes. Naturally Genka
from the borders of Serbia and Romania. His mother
has found things really diffiwas born in this
cult but it is a comfort that he
Preslava (director) with Galyn, Brian & Chris
Conditions
and a resident area.
prayed to receive Jesus as his
for
the
twenty
five
Lord and Saviour in his last
men
are
poor,
so
days . Ivan was a significant
we appealed to
member of the Krasif Creasome of our suptions art and craft team and is
porting churches
missed by us all as a great
for basic supplies
friend and co-worker.
of towels, toiletries
and underwear etc.
We had
This resulted in us
already booked to visit Bulbeing able to take
garia for two weeks in February beand
deliver
a
fore Ivan became ill. It was obviously
significant amount
a very sad time in Sliven so soon
of desperately needed help.
after Ivan’s funeral. Our only agenda
was to bring whatever comfort possiWe had not realised initially that Galyn’s
ble to Genka and the rest of the
unit is actually in the grounds of a larger
family in their loss. We also preached
facility with another 100+ men who are
for the first time at the wonderful
older and even more disabled. We are in
new home of Sofia Baptist Church
contact with the Director to see if there are
which is led by our good friends
specific needs we can help with.
Pastor Teddi and Didi Oprenov.
Helen Gilbert, another
good friend and safeIt was a
guarding expert from the
joy to celebrate the 10th Anniversary
‘31:8 Organisation’, joined
of Krasif Aid in May and to thank God for his faithfulness, building
us in Sliven. Chris has
on the foundations of the Walsall Jesus 2000 Millennium Project,
been working closely with
followed by Bulgaria Aid and then as part of Saltmine Trust before
Helen as part of a pilot
launching out as Krasif Aid. To mark the occasion we held a
scheme to develop an Ingarden party at the home of Trustees, Alan & Gillian Winser. The
ternational Safeguarding
event raised well over £1,700 for the work.
Audit Tool for UK Charities
operating abroad. This is
Chris hosted Liz Grace, the worship
proving incredibly helpful
for both Krasif Aid and
co-ordinator from our home Church, St. Thomas’, Aldridge, in Sliven
our partners and follows
for a week in June. Liz held seminars with the music group at the
Baptist Church which included Biblical foundations, Q & A’s, and on from previous anti-trafficking work that Helen has undertaken
with us.
significant prayer times.
Liz’s teaching was extremely well
Helen was accompanied by her husband John,
received by all and probably
a retired GP Doctor and lecturer at Birmingham
marks the start of an important
University Medical School. He held a seminar
new initiative. Chris and Liz also
at Stara Zagora University organised by Pastor
visited a number of care instituIuri’s brother Petar, who is an Assistant Psytions in the area for those with
chology Professor there. John spoke on the
disabilities to lead some excellent
topic of “Whole Person Medicine”. More than
music therapy sessions.
seventy people attended, including doctors,
medical students and other care professionals.
In July and
It had a wonderful flavour of God throughout
August we were invited to speak
and used the Christian medical teaching from
at YWAM Family Camps in SlovaPRIME organisation, plus John’s own experikia and Romania, and a national
ences. Plans are being made for more. John
camp for the Baptist Union in
also spoke at an excellent evening at Sliven
Bulgaria. Each had their own
Baptist Church on health tips for the over 60’s
unique flavours. We were delight– we were eligible to attend!
ed to take part and share some of
the things we have learned over the years. We are so grateful to
Around the same time, the church
God that he gives us such positive and exciting ways to serve him
and to witness couples and families moving forward in their faith. minibus was seriously damaged whilst Iuri was driving on the
It was also very special spending quality time together with many winding mountain road leading up to their village house at Rakovo.
We want to take a look
back at the Diary for 2018 and thank God for his faithfulness . . .

Kudelin Men’s Home

A wood lorry shed its load, hitting the bus and damaging it
beyond repair. Amazingly Iuri was unhurt. He says that, had he
been driving his car, it would probably have been very different.
We have been able to help with part of the funding needed for a
replacement bus which friends from Germany have sourced.

Many of you joined us in praying
about the drastic proposals which would have severely restricted
the rights of the Evangelical Churches and would have prohibited
overseas organisations like ours from providing help and resources. Under the guise of anti-terrorism legislation, the draft laws
were almost certainly in breach of both UN human rights and EU
freedom of religion laws. Thankfully, after many weeks of demonstrations outside parliament buildings in Sofia and much prayer
internationally, the final legislation passed in December contained virtually none of the original damaging clauses!
Throughout the last year much planning and discussions have continued with a view to establishing
a new combined ministry centre under
one roof in Sliven, incorporating all of
the work of our partners, Sliven Baptist
Church and the Blue House Care Centre. This will herald a new era. Right
now the Blue House is on the market
for sale. The present church building is
dark and damp, particularly in the winter, so we all believe this to be a vital
and much needed next step.
Pastor Iuri and the Church Board, including our friend and partner Genka,
the founder of both the Baptist Church

#

and the Blue House, are taking this important process forward.
Genka has recently taken on a new role with the Church in
preparation for the changes to come. We value your prayers for
favour and strength and protection for all involved. We look
forward to seeing which new doors God will open for the future.

On each visit to Bulgaria by Krasif Aid people and teams, prayer is
vital. Our last team in October, like many before, walked up the hill
overlooking Sliven and spent time to pause and pray for God’s
favour and blessing over the Town. Would you join with us in
praying? Here are a few key points . . .
- That we at Krasif Aid would walk by faith, not just by sight.
- For the friends, partners and projects we support around
Bulgaria.
- For more teams to bring the love of God into the lives of
some of the most needy people in Europe.
- For the funds we need as a charity to meet our commitments
in Bulgaria.
- For God to ‘open the new door’ for the new combined
ministry of Sliven Baptist Church and the Blue House.
- Finally, to give thanks for all that God is doing in
Bulgaria, especially the recent defeat of the proposed
new religious legislation!
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DONATIONS
ONLINE: with or without Gift Aid - Please log onto

www.krasifaid.org.uk and click on DONATE NOW

NAME:
PRINT CLEARLY

ADDRESS:

CHEQUES without Gift Aid
I enclose a cheque payable to ‘Krasif Aid’ for £
to be used where needed most

‡

POST CODE:

for the following purpose

for STANDING ORDERS or CHEQUES with Gift Aid
Please tick the box

and we will contact you.

NEWSLETTERS & PRAYER UPDATES
Please send me news & information by
or please post

EMAIL ONLY

PAPER COPY/IES (please specify quantity)

TEL:

E-MAIL:
Your personal details (above) will be held securely and confidentially,
in compliance with GDPR - The General Data Protection Regulations.

‡ NOTE: If the project or ministry for which a gift or donation is received has already been
fully funded, discontinued or cannot be completed for whatever reason, the Trustees of
Krasif Aid will use those funds where they feel it is most appropriate. For legal and
accounting reasons, all gifts or donations will be accepted only on this basis.

Please return this form to: Brian & Chris Clarke, Krasif Aid, 53 Lumley Road, Walsall, West Midlands WS1 2LH
Tel: 01922 278322 Mob: 07990 543406 Email: brianchris@krasifaid.org.uk Web: www.krasifaid.org.uk
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