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REACHING OUT WITH CHRISTIAN LOVE; SERVING &
PARTNERING IN EASTERN EUROPE

Relying on God!
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about the
troubles we experienced in the province of Asia. We were under great
pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired of life
itself. Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of death. But this
happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the
dead. 2 Cor 1 v 8 - 9

GREETINGS ONCE AGAIN FROM ALL OF US AT KRASIF AID...
Those of you who know us well are aware that the passage above, written by
the Apostle Paul to the church at Corinth, has always had a special place in our

hearts from the time of the horrendous accident that Chris experienced in the
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storm in Amsterdam in 1990. That year we truly learnt what it meant to "not rely

on ourselves but on God," and that has been foundational in our lives and
ministry ever since. As we have all faced the tough challenges of the
Coronavirus Pandemic this past year, many of us have been leaning on the
truth of these words once again, and we pray for you today to receive
encouragement and strength from God to endure the ongoing battle.

THE NEW BOOK!... One of the things that we have done during the
enforced lockdowns has been to write our second book, and the title, you may
not be surprised to hear is,... "Relying on God through Fires, Floods and
Everyday Life." If you would like to order a copy the full details follow...
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COVID IN BULGARIA... For our friends and partners in Bulgaria the
pandemic has had all the challenges we have faced and others too. In the first
wave last spring the country seemed to fair quite well, but since the autumn
they have had some of the worst per-capita figures in Europe for the numbers
who have died. Currently the death toll is over 10,500, out of a population of
only 7 million. All planned surgery is suspended because of bed shortages, with
more than 5,300 Covid patients in hospital. The general vaccination programme
has only recently taken off with just 268,000 first doses given to date. There is
some concern about the potential low level of uptake for the vaccine as there

has always been a strong reliance on "natural remedies" in the culture, partly
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due to the cost of Doctors and medicine.

WELL AGAIN... We are pleased to
report that all of our church friends
who had Covid before Christmas
have

now

recovered,

although

Pastor Iuri has been having periodic
heart palpitations post virus. Please
continue to pray.

MASKS!... One need that we have
been asked to help with is face
masks. The Baptist Church in Sliven
had "by chance" been given a good
supply of masks by their German
church friends before Covid even
arrived. Those supplies are now
almost exhausted and the cost of
more is relatively high in Bulgaria,
where medical masks, rather than
face coverings, are a requirement
If you would like to help buy some of these please contact us. .

GHETTO LIFE... The BBC recently produced a short video highlighting the
added burden that Covid 19 was having on the poorest people of Eastern
Europe, and much to our surprise, it was filmed in the Romany ghetto in our
second home town, Sliven! We and other Krasif Aid people have worked
there on many occasions over the years, and the dreadful conditions have
remained largely unchanged.
The video, rightly intended to shock
viewers, was a little unbalanced in
not mentioning some of the regular
help that the authorities and others
have given, but it does give a useful
insight. Here is the link to watch...
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world
-europe-55928910

LOOKING AHEAD... Just when we, Krasif Aid people, will be released to
travel and visit Bulgaria again still remains very uncertain of course. ZOOM and
other media have enabled us to keep in contact with the various churches and

other friends we work with, but like many in the UK, just coping day-to-day with
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Only now are we beginning again to
talk tentatively about future plans,
especially

relating

to

the

Blue

House which was to be sold to
finance a proposed joint new centre
with the church. However, it remains
unsold after 2 years on the market
and Covid is unlikely to make a sale
any easier in the near future.
Director Genka faithfully continues the existing work there with the nursing
team and Social Integration group for those with disabilities.
We would value your prayers for guidance for all of us, especially Pastor
Iuri, Genka, and the church board, as they look ahead.
In our next update we also hope to bring you news of our other partners in
Razgrad and Varna, and some of the challenges that they too are facing.
With many EASTER blessings,

Brian & Chris
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