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REACHING OUT WITH CHRISTIAN LOVE; SERVING &
PARTNERING IN EASTERN EUROPE

Moving Mountains!

Greetings from all of us at Krasif Aid.
We were recently sharing online how Covid 19 had been a "mountain" to
conquer in the lives of many of us, and even the daily graphs and charts have
looked liked mountains! This certainly applies to the people of Bulgaria where
the death toll, pro-rata, has now exceeded ours in the UK, but without the
medical and welfare resources that we have here. Infection rates and
hospitalisations have been falling, but most restrictions were lifted from the May
allowing international holiday makers to come. This is a matter for concern
especially as vaccine uptake remains quite low nationwide through mistrust.

In those well known verses in 1 Corinthians 13
we are reminded that even if we have faith to
move a mountain, but we do not have love, then
it is all for nothing.
"If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am
only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of
prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a

faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give
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all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may
boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing." 1 Corinthians 13 v 1 - 3

In this update we want to share with you just a few of the ways that we and our
friends and partners in Bulgaria are reaching out with Christian love in these
difficult times. Maybe we all need to be a bit like the Sherpas, those amazing
mountain guides who know the safest routes and work tirelessly to help the
climbers conquer their mountains.

THE NEW BOOK!... A reminder that this is available and as our churches
gradually begin to open up more, we are happy to send a supply for your
church on SALE or RETURN. Just get in touch and thanks in advance for this.
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BIG CHALLENGES... One of our long-term Church partners is in the north
of Bulgaria, not far from the Romanian border. During the pandemic we have
been able to provide some additional funding to ensure that there church and
community building can remain open. Finances were critically low.
The church members are from the
Turkish minority community in the
area, and they are some of the
poorest in the country.

Please pray for this challenging
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In a recent newsletter we received
this update from the church leader...

"Many here read little. When I correspond, the replies show low literacy.
We share audio and video online scriptures, hymns and stories. Praise
God that this has good response. We need some to give up their small
ambitions and join us in this harvest field.
We pray for friends to follow Jesus and turn away from generationally
ingrained idolatry. Some see animal and human-like spiritual beings at
home, in the air and on the street, receive and give curses, wear charms
to protect from evil, do rituals for the dead, have a special room in the
house where the spirit lives and 100 other practices. Some are getting
more free. Pray that they will all bow down to Christ."

VARNA

REGION...

Over on the Black Sea
coast at Varna, the First
Baptist
another

Church
of

our

is
key

partners led by Pastor
Alex Grozev.
They too, as a church, have had a really tough time economically during the
past year not meeting regularly, and there have been a number of occasions
when there were insufficient funds to meet Alex's salary. Again, thanks to our
loyal supporters in the UK, we have been able to help. Trusting God in such
times is not easy, and we were so impressed when Alex wrote this to us...
"I trust our God to look after us because I have been more than once in
such situations not knowing where money will come from and God has
always come true. He has never let me down. That's why I continue to
trust Him He would care for us in the future because this is His ministry,
not mine. I am just an unworthy servant who is doing his duty
(Lk.17:10).
A replacement car is also much in need right now, and if you are able to help
with any of these needs in Varna, do please get in touch with us.
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SLIVEN... Vision!
Back in our second home town, of Sliven, the work and ministry of our partners
at the Baptist Church and the Blue House Care Centre have continued faithfully
within the restrictions of the Covid pandemic. No further developments have
taken place about the longer term plans that had been under discussion over
the past couple of years - like in so many places, a major impact of Covid. All of
us involved both in Bulgaria and the UK continue to pray for clarity of vision for
the future, and there is perhaps the sense that all that has happened around
the world since the beginning of last year has acted as something of a "reset" in
our thinking. Please continue to pray with us as we enter a new season ahead.

ELECTIONS # 2
And finally, please pray for the re-run
of the General Election in Bulgaria
on the 11th July. The previous vote in
April failed to result in a working
Government for the country, which
always relies on coalitions.
With Many Blessings,

Brian & Chris
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