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God loves Bulgarians
A very happy new year from the Board and team at Krasif Aid. We continue to do that with and through our trusted Bulgarian
We pray that 2014 will be a time of fruitfulness and blessing for you partners who know how best to serve their local communities and
to spread the good news of Jesus. We have always been impressed
and your families.
by their perseverance and commitment to their Nation. Will more
Reading the British press in recent months, one might be forgiven Bulgarians come to Britain and other parts of Western Europe this
for thinking that all of the 7.4 million Bulgarians and 21.4 million year? Yes, of course they will. With average pay in Bulgaria still at
Romanians had been queuing on the border waiting for 1st just one-quarter of the minimum wage in the UK, it’s hardly
surprising ... but our focus is helping those remaining in their
January so they could move to Britain.
homeland.
While recognising the real concerns that a flood of extra people
could have on our jobs market, health and social systems, we need God loves the people of Bulgaria just as much as he loves us, and
to remember that this is not a new issue. The European Union has the Bible reminds us that He wants all Nations to be saved and that
of course expanded over the past 20 years to bring in many of the one day all will stand before him …
former communist bloc states. In 2004, when nine other Eastern
European countries joined, it involved an additional 77 million
people.
We should perhaps also remember that EU enlargement is not just
for the benefit of the newcomers, but to increase Western European
markets and influence too. When restricted membership for
Bulgaria and Romania started in 2007, Europe was experiencing
rather better times economically so, when the crisis hit just twelve Please continue to stand with us prayerfully and financially on
months later, it was equally bad news for them as well as for the behalf of the poorest nation in the EU.
rest of us.
With many blessings,
At Krasif Aid we remain committed in our calling to reach out with
Christian love, serving and partnering IN Bulgaria.

For many years, Christmas gifts have been
distributed through Sliven Baptist Church and
the Blue House to many young or disabled
people in the local care institutions. This year
was no exception with three pallet loads being
despatched from the UK, including, for the
second time, one with items collected by the
Great Bridge School in Sandwell. In addition
nearly £500 was given to buy other gifts in
Bulgaria.
We were also once again able to contribute to
the winter Social kitchen and care projects of
our partners at the Baptist churches in Varna
and Sliven. A total of £4200 was given which
continues to make a huge difference for many
needy people in those places. Thank you to
everyone who helped us make this possible.

Last year, a total of 22 people from Norwich Central Baptist Church,
Redhill Baptist Church and a few friends and family went to
Burzitsa, with trips spread over two weeks. Our aim was to run a
holiday club for the children and to support the building / maintenance work that the team from Copplestone Methodist Church in

A significant part of our special ‘Prayer and Fasting’ time during the
autumn was related to the support of our flagship project, the Blue
House Care Centre in Sliven. We are most grateful to everyone who
responded in any way to this initiative, some who sent us encouraging messages to press on and others who provided significant
additional funding which has enabled us to continue our monthly
financial support for the Blue House into this new year.

Devon had started earlier in the year. We were very blessed to have
great children's workers in our teams and, as with 2012, we decided

to follow a theme for the holiday club - this year we chose
'countries'. The children took a ‘plane ride’ each morning to different
countries including Brazil, Kenya, China and of course the UK and
Bulgaria. This involved stewardess announcements - helpfully
translated - a landing party complete with fluorescent vests and
traffic cones ... and turbulence! Each day involved a sport and craft
loosely related to the country and a bible story based around a
journey, such as the parable of the Good Samaritan.
The building side involved weather-proofing the girl’s wooden
accommodation block, painting some of the rooms in the school
block, plus a temporary fix to the defective 'all-weather' basketball
surface, allowing it to be used before the contractor comes to relay
it completely.

At our fifth year AGM and Board Meeting in November we spent
some time reviewing all that we believe God has been saying to us
during what was the 10th Anniversary Year of the Blue House.
Our conclusions are:
· as a Board we remain fully committed to support the ministry
of the Blue House,
· while recognising that there have been many challenges,
especially financially, we are not discouraged!
· we will work towards a phased reduction in funding over the
next few years as the Centre gradually moves towards selfsufficiency. We accept that this process will take time.
· there has been some painful pruning and we do need to
continue to review our vision and also to help Director Genka
to do so for the Blue House.
· we need some new recruits, both in the UK and in Bulgaria,
especially with wider fund-raising / management skills, to
ensure that the vision and resources match.
Would you please pray and ask God if you personally are able to
help in any way?

Thanks to some very generous donations from churches and
individuals, we took 35 children and 2 carers from the home to the Roger & Linda Copeland, a retired couple from Hinckley Baptist
beach at Kamchia which was great. The weather was glorious and Church went out to Sliven in November. Chris Clarke had invited
the sea was lovely. We went out for lunch and had a river-boat trip. Linda, who is a potter with much more experience than herself, and
There were lots of sleepy children (and adults) on the coach ride Roger to go and help set up a new stoneware pottery project.
home. A donation was also left towards winter clothes for each of A generous grant from the St James Place Foundation allowed the
purchase of an electric kiln, clay and all the other tools needed to
the children.
get the project off the ground. Bulgarian pottery is usually made
We experienced a lot of answered prayers on our trip - safe from terracotta clay which is quite fragile, so it is hoped that the
travelling, good relationships amongst the team members, health introduction of a different style will strike some interest, provide
and lots of fun! It's always hard to know if our reason for going - to another training opportunity, and maybe lead to generating income
share God's love with the children and carers - is obvious, but we for the Blue House. Here is a bit of their story:
know that all we can do is plant the seed and God will nurture it. “There were five of us on the 10 day trip, Chris and Brian Clarke of
Krasif Aid, Sue Hansard - a lymphoedema nurse - and ourselves.
With God's blessing, we will continue to go year after year.

We were met at Bourgas Airport by Iuri, the Baptist church pastor, Whist in Sliven we also visited a safe-house where 10 young adults
his wife Plamy and their two children.
from Kermen orphanage now live with on-site staff, had a trip into
the mountains and enjoyed fellowship at the Baptist church. We
Our first task on Tuesday morning was to set up the pottery in the also visited a different part of Sliven each day to get a feel for the
garage at the Blue House. The kiln came from Germany and looks town.
impressive, a good size to work with. Ivan (husband of Genka the
Blue House director) had been busy turning the garage into a
pottery workshop
with shelves and
tables to work on.
Our days were
about 9am – 5pm,
with both Ivan and
Rumiana, a creative
lady who runs the
Blue House shop,
fortunately being
quick at picking up
the basics. When
they were together,
with Plamy around
to translate, we got
Although we had gone to Bulgaria primarily to set up the
a lot done.
small pottery, we also did other things, like wool spinning.
Roger helped moving a kitchen, and we ‘re-learned’ how
Between us we managed to get enough items made and painted to use a knitting machine so that we could show Rumiana - all
with colour nearly to fill the kiln. The initial firings were largely a done with the aid of an online manual. All in all, this was a very
success!
worthwhile trip which we know will not be our last.”

The work of the community nursing team at the Blue House is
always inspiring. The team so value the teaching and hands on
guidance which they regularly receive from UK health professionals.
This past year Senior nurse Liz Grace from St. Thomas’ Church
Aldridge, and Lymphedema specialist Sue Hansard from St Giles
Hospice in Lichfield – a regular visitor – both gave valuable input.
Liz is pictured here with Christian, a completely paralysed
young man who Radhus, one of the kinetic
therapists at the Blue House, has been
helping. He was sent home after
breaking his back, with no
further treatment offered.
Radhus has been his lifeline. We have now
been able to link him
with Ann Todorov, the
English wife of Pastor
George in Varna. Ann
worked some years
ago at the well
known and highly
respected
Stoke
Mandeville Hospital
and she has skills
and connections that
could really help Christian, who remains largely bedridden.
Other recent cases included a young woman diagnosed with
polyneuropathy which caused significant paralysis, with very limited,
painful movement only. She was unable to feed herself independently but, after rehabilitation work by the team, she was able to walk
again and even can go outside to the shop with some assistance.
Another young man who was a student at the Veterinary University, After several months of rehabilitation he was able to walk again with
fell into a coma following a car accident. When he awoke was not only some minor limitation in his legs. Time after time patients talk
able to move.
about ‘angels’ when they refer to the nursing team.

Please note that Brian & Chris Clarke have
changed address and phone number to:
53 Lumley Road, Walsall, WS1 2LH
Tel: 01922 278322 Mob: 07990 543406
Please update your records.

An important part of the ministry of several Krasif Aid teams is
preaching, teaching and encouraging the Churches. Offering spiritual ‘food’ can have eternal effects in a way that humanitarian aid
lacks – even though this is vital at times.
Brian & Chris Clarke have had a busy schedule over the past months.
Apart from preaching at partner churches during the regular visits to
Bulgaria, they have also conducted more Family & Relationship
seminars with First Baptist Church in Varna, with a further invitation
for a wider event in the City in the spring.

Thank you to everyone who responded to our plea back in the
spring and who sent us photos to add to our prayer poster, as
shown above. It was printed at A1 size (roughly 3’ x 2’) and widely
distributed to our church friends and many care institutions
around Bulgaria in the Autumn.

This comes on the back of speaking at Family Camp weeks in both
Denmark and Slovakia last summer. Board members Alan & Gillian
Winser shared the ministry in Slovakia during this first visit. We were
all encouraged to see the progress being made in another Eastern
European country, post-communism.

The message inside the Bulgarian map was Philippians chapter 4:
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

We also have a real possibility of seeing the ‘Freedom in Christ’
discipleship course, widely used in the UK and abroad, translated
into Bulgarian and launched as a major new resource for churches
there. Please pray for this important initiative which will require
funds for translation and printing.
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